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Buy Together Module Overview 
 
The Buy Together Module is four individual modules combined to add many necessary ecommerce features into your X-Cart based 
web store.  These modules will improve the usability of your store, and make it easier for your customer to place multiple item 
orders.  These ecommerce features will persuade your customers to buy a more expensive item or to buy a related additional 
product at a discount.  The four ecommerce features are: 
 
1. Buy Together: 

 

 
 

 
 
2. Customers Also Bought: 
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3.  Customers like you also purchased: 
 

 
 
4. Recently Viewed Items: 
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Buy Together :: Customer Side 

Product Page 
 
Unlike most ‘upsell’ and ‘we recommend’ systems, the Buy Together module does not convolute the checkout process with extra 
steps.  It uses one button click to add multiple products to the cart with or without a discount.   
 
With the Buy Together feature you can add an additional incentive to purchase multiple items by adding special discounts to the 
products when the customer purchases all of the items by adding them to the cart with the ‘Buy Together Now’ button (Figure 1.1). 
 
 

 
Figure 1.1 
 
 
This module uses a custom session method to track all the items a user adds to the cart, and will cancel the discount if a customer 
removes one of the either the main product or all of the additional products from the cart. 
 
The discount is optional (more information below).  Figure 1.2 shows the Buy Together module with no discount. 
 

 
Figure 1.2  
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Shopping Cart 
 
When a customer uses the Buy Together Feature all of the items will be added to their shopping cart and any applicable discounts 
will be applied. 
 

 
Figure 1.3 
 
Figure 1.3 shows the cart with the added discount the customer receives when they use the ‘Buy Both Now’ button.  Items added 
using the buy together feature will be marked with the red sale tag. 
 
If one of the discounted items are removed from the cart the customer will not receive any discount.  The discount will only be valid 
when both items are purchased together. 
 

 
Customers Like You Also Purchased 
 
When an item is added to the cart using the regular Buy Now or Add to cart buttons the customer will be showed a confirmation 
message that they have added the item to the cart, and they will be shown a list of other products that customers bought when they 
viewed the same products.  (This data is stored in the database, and will be available every time a customer returns to the site).  
 
This list is automatically generated and contains the most popular items purchased along with the item they added to the cart, and 
all of the previous items they have viewed.  They will also see the last three items that they viewed. 
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Figure 1.4 displays an example of the screen a customer will see after adding an item to the cart. 
 

Figure 1.4 

 
 

Product Options 
 
If at least one of the items that are added to the cart contain product options a message will be displayed in the Cart (cart.php).  
Figure 1.5 displays the information box that will be visible immediately after the items are added to the cart.  Also, a message is 
displayed on the product page near the Buy Together Now button. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 1.5 
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Recently Viewed Items 
 
The 4 most recently viewed items are displayed on the right of the pages so the customer can easily click on the products they have 
shown an interest in. 
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Buy Together :: Admin Side 
 
Near the bottom of your Administration menu there is a Buy Together link.  This will open the page where you control the Buy 
Together settings, and generate the Buy Together products. 
 

 
 

 
Buy Together Discount Settings 
 
The first menu displayed controls all of the Buy Together settings (Figure 2.1). 
 
 

 
Figure 2.1 
 



www.alteredcart.com 
Page 9 of 11 

 

These settings control the discounts and how they are applied to your store.  They work as described below: 
 

Active – turns the discount on or off (if the discount feature is turned off there will still be buy together products, but there will 
not be a discount applied when both items are added to the cart. 
 
Discount – This controls the amount that will be discounted. 
 
Type – Percent or $ Fixed.  This will discount the amount chosen from both products.  For example, if it is set at $10, $10 will 
be discounted from both products added to the cart ($20 total). 
 
Apply To – Controls if the discount is applied to the first item, or all subsequent items.   If the customer uses the ‘Buy Both 
Now’ button and adds items to the cart, and then updates the quantity, this will control if the discount is applied to every item, 
or just the first. 
 
For example:  A customer uses the ‘Buy Both Now’ button and adds two items to the cart.  Then they update the quantity of the 
items to 5 of one of the items.  If ‘Only the first items’ is set, the discount will only apply to the first item, and the remaining will 
be regular price. 
 
Customers Like You … items to display -  the amount of items to display on the “Added… page.” 
 
Recently Viewed items to display - the amount of items to display on the “Added… page.” 
 

 

Generate Buy Together Products 
 
This section is where you generate all of the products that will be displayed as ‘Buy Together’ products. 
 

 
Figure 2.2 
 
The Buy Together products are generated in the admin section.  This is done to reduce the number of queries to the database, so 
this module will not slow down the speed of your store. 
 
The product that is matched as a buy together is (In this order): 
 

1. The product that was the most purchased along with it. 
2. (If there are no sales of this product) A random product from the same category. 
3. (If there are no other items in the same category)  A random product from the store. 
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The options to generate the product are: 
 

Generate for this category only – Buy Together matches will only be generated for products in this selected category. 
 
Match to this category only – The generated products will be limited to this category.  

 
Number of items per one pass – Use this if your server times out when generating the Buy Together products. 
 
Rebuild all products except those with a Buy Together manually assigned. – If you set a buy together product manually, 
or have this product disabled for buy together, it will not generate a new product, but will generate new products for every other 
product. 
  
Rebuild new products and those containing no previous Buy Together data. – This will only generate Buy Together 
settings for the new products containing no previous data. 
 
Drop all of the old products before generating the new ones. – This will rebuild ALL PRODUCTS and remove all previous 
manual settings or products that have been disabled. 

 

Buy Together Product Details Page 
 
In the product details section you are able to manually control which products are assigned as a Buy Together, and manually 
control the products that are displayed on the Added to your shopping cart page.  

 

 
Figure 2.3 
 
As is displayed in Figure 2.3, you can manually select products to display as a Buy Together combination, or disable the buy together 
feature for an individual product. 
 
When you have manual Added to the Cart Page selections these will be displayed when a users adds an item to the cart, if there are 
no selections made the items displayed will be based on the most commonly purchased products. 
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Customer Also Purchased 
 
The customers also purchased module is very simple to use.  If it is enabled in the modules section it t will up to five other items that 
customers bought with the current product.  This will be displayed in the standard dialog box on the product page. 
 

 
Figure 3.1 

 
 

Smarty Templates 
 
The Buy Together module is built using smarty templates.  They will automatically take on the look of your X-Cart skin and you can 
also modify them to change the look to suit your sites needs.  


